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Plot (Acts)
1 This Act opens with the three Weird Sisters. A war is taking place 


between Scotland and Norway; Scotland is victorious due to the 
valiant efforts of Macbeth. The traitorous Thane of Cawdor is 
captured and executed. King Duncan decides to  reward Macbeth 
with the title of Thane of Cawdor. Before he is given the title, the 
three Weird Sisters confront Macbeth and Banquo. They tell 
Macbeth that he will become Thane of Cawdor and eventually king. 
Macbeth soon learns of his new title which fulfils part of the 
prophesy and sends word to his wife. Duncan plans on staying the 
night at Macbeth’s castle in Inverness. Lady Macbeth receives the 
news and immediately plots the death of King Duncan so her 
husband will be king. Lady Macbeth manipulates Macbeth into 
following her plans; he reluctantly agrees to murder Duncan. By the 
end of Act 1, Macbeth is determined to follow through with the 
plan. 


2 Macbeth has some doubts (and visions) but he talks himself into 
following through with the murder. Macbeth is so scared that Lady 
Macbeth must finish the rest of the plan by wiping blood on the 
drunk guards. The next morning, Macduff and Lennox arrive at 
Macbeth’s and Macduff discovers the dead body of King Duncan. 
The guards are immediately suspects and Macbeth kills them. 
Malcolm and Donaldbain, the King’s sons, flee the castle because 
they are afraid that they will be blamed for the murder of their 
father. 


3 Banquo begins to suspect Macbeth for the murder of King Duncan; 
Macbeth feels that Banquo will reveal that it was he that killed the 
King. Therefore, Macbeth sends out some men to murder Banquo 
and his son, Fleance. Banquo is murdered but Fleance escapes. 
Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Lennox, Ross and other lords attend a 
banquet. The ghost of Banquo presents itself to Macbeth who 
begins to rant and rave which makes the other guests uneasy. Lady 
Macbeth tries to cover up the situation by saying that Macbeth is 
prone to fits. By the end of the Act we learn that Macduff has not 
attended the banquet because he has gone to England looking for 
help because he is suspicious of Macbeth. 


4 Macbeth confronts the three Weird Sisters and they show him 
more visions. The visions lead Macbeth to believe that he cannot 
be killed by any man which gives him a false sense of security. He 
then plans to send murderers to the castle of Macduff (who is in 
England) in order to kill his family. Meanwhile, Macduff is in 
England begging Malcolm to return to Scotland to seize the throne 
from Macbeth who has become a tyrant. Malcolm tests Macduff’s 
loyalty to Scotland and himself; once satisfied with Macduff’s 
responses he agrees to wage war against Macbeth. Malcolm’s 
uncle, Siward, will also aid the attack. 


5 Lady Macbeth has gone mad with guilt over the murders. The once 
strong and ruthless woman becomes an hysterical somnambulist 
and doctors are unable to help her. Some of the Scottish lords 
discuss Macbeth’s state of mind and come to the conclusion that 
they will help Malcolm and Macduff fight against Macbeth. Of 
course Macbeth isn’t really concerned because he believes the 
prophecy ensures that he cannot be killed by any man born of 
woman. Macbeth is soon confronted by Macduff at Dunsinane; 
Macbeth learns that Macduff was ripped from his mother and not 
born naturally. Macbeth and Macduff fight and the natural order is 
restored by the end of the play. 


Character
Macbeth The eponymous protagonist is both ambitious and ruthless. He transforms from 


loyal warrior to paranoid, tyrannical king. 


Lady Macbeth A strong, ambitious and manipulative woman who defies expectations. 
Persuasive and ruthless. 


The Witches / 
Weird Sisters


Supernatural and manipulative beings who seem to be able to predict the future. 
Unearthly and omniscient. 


Banquo Macbeth’s close friend and ally is astute and loyal. Macbeth sees him as a threat. 
Virtuous and insightful. 


Duncan King of Scotland; a strong and respected leader. 


Macduff A noble soldier who is loyal to Duncan and is suspicious of Macbeth. 


Malcolm Duncan’s son and next in line to the throne. Dignified and clever. 


Themes
Ambition ‘Macbeth’ is a play about ambition run amok. The witches’ prophecies spur both Macbeth 


and Lady Macbeth to action but the witches never make Macbeth or his wife do anything; 
they act on their own to fulfil their deepest desires and ambitions. Both Macbeth and Lady 
Macbeth want to be great and powerful, and sacrifice their morals to achieve that goal.


Order and 
Disorder


The play subverts the natural order of the world. Macbeth’s actions are based on a 
supernatural belief in a prophecy. It depicts an anarchic world: Macbeth inverts the order of 
royal succession; his wife inverts the patriarchal hierarchy; the unnatural world disrupts the 
natural. The disruption underpins the conflict that is not only external and violent but 
internal as Macbeth and his wife come to terms with what they’ve done. 


Masculinity, 
femininity 
and identity


Throughout the play, characters discuss or debate the idea of manhood: Lady Macbeth 
challenges Macbeth when he decides not to kill Duncan, Lady Macduff questions Macduff’s 
decision to go to England etc. Through these challenges, ‘Macbeth’ questions and examines 
manhood itself. Does a true man take what he wants no matter what it is? Or does a real 
man have the strength to restrain his desires? Lady Macbeth subverts the expectation of 
what it is to be a woman; she rejects her womanhood and bargains with darkness. 


Kingship 
and 
tyranny


In the play, Duncan is always referred to as a ‘king’ while Macbeth soon becomes known as 
the ‘tyrant’. In Act 4, scene 3 Malcolm pretends that he would make an even worse king 
than Macbeth. He tells Macduff of his reproachable qualities—among them a thirst for 
personal power and a violent temperament. Malcolm says, ‘The king-becoming graces / 
[are] justice, verity, temp’rance, stableness, / Bounty, perseverance, mercy, [and] lowliness” 
(4.3.92–93). The model king, then, offers the kingdom an embodiment of order and justice, 
but also comfort and affection. Under him, subjects are rewarded according to their merits, 
as when Duncan makes Macbeth Thane of Cawdor after Macbeth’s victory over the 
invaders. Most importantly, the king must be loyal to Scotland above his own interests. 
Macbeth, by contrast, brings only chaos to Scotland—symbolized in the bad weather and 
bizarre supernatural events—and offers no real justice, only a habit of capriciously 
murdering those he sees as a threat. As the embodiment of tyranny, he must be overcome 
by Malcolm so that Scotland can have a true king once more.


Appearance 
and reality


Appearances are deceptive in the play and some characters trust appearances too much. 
Duncan trusts the wrong men with disastrous consequences, Macbeth trusts the witches 
and Lady Macbeth manipulates her husband’s trust. This fine line between appearance and 
reality represents the line between good and evil. 


Context (Written 1606)
Macbeth. The plot is partly based on fact. 
Macbeth was a real 11th Century king who 
reigned Scotland from 1040-1057. 
Shakespeare’s version of the story originates 
from the Chronicles of Holinshed (a well 
known historian). The play was most likely 
written in 1606 – the year after the 
Gunpowder Plot of 1605 – and reflects the 
insecurities of Jacobean politics. 


King James I of England (and VI of Scotland) 
came to the throne in 1603 following the 
death of Queen Elizabeth I. The play pays 
homage to the king’s Scottish lineage. The 
witches’ prophecy that Banquo will found a 
line of kings is a clear nod to James’ family’s 
claim to have descended from the historical 
Banquo. While King of Scotland, James VI 
became utterly convinced about the reality 
of witchcraft and its great danger to him 
leading to trials that begin in 1591. 


Only a century before Macbeth was written, 
England had suffered under the massive 
disorder of the Wars of the Roses. Civil 
disorder was now seen as the ultimate 
disaster and also an ungodly state. 


The Great Chain of Being was a strict 
religious hierarchical structure of all matter 
and life which was believed to have been 
decreed by God. This idea dominated 
Elizabethan beliefs. The chain starts from 
God and progresses downward to angels, 
demons (fallen/renegade angels), stars, 
moon, kings, princes, nobles, commoners, 
wild animals, domesticated animals, trees, 
other plants, precious stones, precious 
metals, and other minerals.


The Divine Right of Kings says that a 
monarch is not subject to earthly authority 
and that they have the right to rule directly 
from the will of God. It implies that only God 
can judge an unjust king and that any 
attempt to depose, dethrone or restrict his 
powers runs contrary to the will of God and 
may constitute a sacrilegious act. The action 
of killing a king is called regicide.


Shakespearean Tragedy. Macbeth is one of 
Shakespeare’s tragedies and follows specific 
conventions. The climax must end in a 
tremendous catastrophe involving the death 
of the main character; the character’s death 
is caused by their own flaw(s) (hamartia) yet 
the character has something the audience 
can identify with. 
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Independent learning topic planner 


 


 Year: 11 Project:                               Subject: English  


    Date Topic- Resources/ Links  


1 04/11/19 
 
 
 
 


Language 
paper 2. 
Non-fiction 
reading 


1. Vocabulary list 
2. Newspaper article – Jack the Ripper 
3. ACC and Macbeth knowledge organisers 


 


2 11/11/19 
 
 
 
 


Language 
paper 2. 
Non-fiction 
reading 


1. Vocabulary list 
2. Eyewitness account – Public execution 
3. ACC and Macbeth knowledge organisers 


 


3 18/11/19 
 
 
 
 


Language 
paper 2. 
Non-fiction 
reading 


1. Vocabulary list 
2. Newspaper article – Animal Cruelty 
3. ACC and Macbeth knowledge organisers 


 


4 25/11/19 
 
 
 
 


Language 
paper 2. 
Non-fiction 
reading 


1. Vocabulary list 
2. Newspaper article – American Prison 
3. ACC and Macbeth knowledge organisers 


 


5 02/12/19 
 
 
 
 


Language 
paper 2. 
Non-fiction 
reading 


1. Vocabulary list 
2. Newspaper article – Christmas 
3. ACC and Macbeth knowledge organisers 


 


6 09/12/19 
 
 
 
 


Language 
paper 2. 
Non-fiction 
reading 


1. Vocabulary list 
2. Online news report – Child Labour 
3. ACC and Macbeth knowledge organisers 
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Plot


Act 1 
Set in April 1912, Brumley (Midlands). The Birling family and Gerald 
Croft are celebrating Sheila Birling’s engagement to Gerald Croft 
with a dinner. Mr. Birling lectures his son, Eric Birling, and Gerald 
about the importance of every man looking out for himself if he 
wants to get on in life. Edna (the maid) announces that an inspector 
has arrived. Inspector Goole says that he is investigating the death 
of a young woman who committed suicide, Eva Smith. Mr. Birling is 
shown a photograph of Eva and, after initially denying recognising 
the woman in the photo, he remembers firing her in 1910 for 
organising a strike over workers’ pay. Sheila recalls also having Eva 
sacked about her manner when served by her in an upmarket 
department store. The Inspector reveals that Eva Smith changed her 
name to Daisy Renton. Gerald reveals to Sheila he had an affair with 
Daisy Renton. 


Act 2
Gerald explains to the Inspector that he had an affair with Eva but 
hasn’t seen her since he ended their relationship back in Autumn 
1911. Sheila gives her engagement ring back to Gerald. The 
Inspector turns his attention to Mrs. Birling. She confesses that she 
also had contact with Eva but that Eva gave herself a different 
name. Eva approached a charity chaired by Mrs. Birling to ask for 
help. Eva was desperate and pregnant but help was refused by Mrs. 
Birling because she was offended by the girl calling herself Mrs. 
Birling. She tells Eva that the baby’s father should be made entirely 
responsible. She also tells Inspector Goole that the father should be 
held entirely responsible and be made an example of. 


Act 3
Eric is revealed as the father. He stole money from Mr. Birling’s 
office to provide money to Eva. The Inspector delivers his final 
speech. After he leaves, the family begin to suspect that he was not 
a genuine police inspector. A phone call to the Chief Constable 
confirms this. Next, they phone the infirmary to be informed that no 
suicide case has been brought in. Mr. Birling, Mrs. Birling and Gerald 
congratulate themselves that it was all a hoax and they can continue 
as before. This attitude upsets Sheila and Eric. The phone rings. Mr. 
Birling announces to the family that a girl has just died on her way 
to the infirmary and a police officer is coming to question them.


Character


Inspector 
Goole


Priestley’s 
mouthpiece; 
advocates social 
justice.


Righteous, powerful, 
unconventional, 
imposing, sardonic 
and mysterious.


Arthur
Birling


Businessman and 
capitalist who is 
against social 
equality. A self-made 
man (new money). 


Arrogant, pompous, 
selfish, stubborn, 
prejudiced and 
overconfident. 


Sybil Birling Husband’s social 
superior; believes in 
personal 
responsibility.


Cold, supercilious, 
prejudiced and 
remorseless. 


Sheila
Birling


Changes her views 
and pities Eva. 
Regrets her actions. 


Curious, 
compassionate, 
astute, remorseful 
and sensitive. 


Eric Birling Drinks too much; 
regrets his actions. 


Reckless, immature, 
frustrated and 
compulsive.


Gerald
Croft


Businessman engage 
to Sheila and
politically close to 
Birling. 


Evasive and 
pragmatic. 


Eva Smith Comes to represent 
victims of social 
injustice. 


Emblematic, 
vulnerable, 
principled.


Context


1912
Just before the sinking of the Titanic and a couple of years before 
WW1. British society was completely divided by class. Those with the 
most money had the most power. Only men who owned property 
could vote; women couldn’t vote. There was not much government 
support which is why charities were so important. Things were 
beginning to change: there was miner’s strike in 1912 (the largest the 
country had ever seen) and the Labour Party formed in 1906 to 
represent the interests of the working class. 


Women
Women in 1912, regardless of social class, were seen as second-class 
citizens – a fact underlined by their lack of a right to vote. It was the 
deplorable state of working-class women’s lives that prompted 
Emmeline Pankhurst to found the Women’s Social and Political Union 
(WSPU) in 1903. It was a women-only organization that campaigned 
for the vote for women. Pankhurst believed the lack of the vote was 
the key factor underpinning the inferior status of women in Edwardian 
Britain. The suffrages fought to bring equality for women. 


WW1 (1914-1918)
WW1 was a watershed moment in European history. Survivors were 
disillusioned and felt betrayed by the men who sent them to war. 
Priestley described the war as a ‘huge, murderous public folly’ and felt 
that ‘the British command specialized in throwing men away for 
nothing’. He fought in the war and lost many friends and cited the war 
as the cause for his prejudice against the ruling class. 
WW1 proved to be a turning point for the campaign for women’s right 
to vote. During the war, suffragettes effectively put on hold their 
campaign of civil direct action in the interests of national unity. As 
men went to the Western Front, women proved how indispensable 
they were in the fields and armaments factories. By 1918 women over 
30 were given the right to vote. 


The Great Depression / The Great Slump
A period of national economic downturn in the 1930s which had its 
origins in the global Great Depression. By 1932 registered unemployed 
numbered 3.5 million. 


The Beveridge Report (published 1942)
Proposed the creation of a Welfare State. Called for a dramatic turn in 
British social policy with provision for nationalized healthcare (NHS) 
and free education. The Labour Party adopted the report and offered 
a new comprehensive welfare policy reflecting a consensus that social 
changes were needed. 


1945
Following the end of WW2, the majority of the British people, and 
particularly the working class and returning servicemen and women, 
did not want a return to pre-war Conservative economic policies 
which they blamed for the hardship of the 1930s. There was a mood 
for widespread social change. At the 1945 general election, Winston 
Churchill was defeated by the Labour Party headed by Clement Attlee. 
Many of Beveridge’s reforms were then implemented.


‘Bernard Shaws and H.G. Wellses’. Both the noted Irish playwright 
George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) and the father of science-fiction 
H.G. Wells (1866-1946) were well-known and outspoken socialists. 


Key Info


Written: 1945
First Performed:
Russia 1945
England 1946


Set: April 1912 (one evening)
Structure:
Three Act Play
Genre:
Drawing Room Play


Theatrical Stagecraft: Dramatic Devices


Dramatic
Irony


The audience knows what the characters 
don’t. 


Stage 
directions


Instructions for the actors; often 
revealing. 


Setting Constant throughout (the Birlings’ Dining 
Room) but subtle changes e.g. lighting to 
reflect a change in mood. 


Three 
Unities


or
Classical 
Unities


Rules for drama derived from Aristotle’s 
Poetics. Unity of action: a play should 
have one action. Unity of time: the action 
should occur over a period less than 24 
hours. Unity of place: a play should exist 
in a single physical space. 
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Plot (Acts)
1 This Act opens with the three Weird Sisters. A war is taking place 


between Scotland and Norway; Scotland is victorious due to the 
valiant efforts of Macbeth. The traitorous Thane of Cawdor is 
captured and executed. King Duncan decides to  reward Macbeth 
with the title of Thane of Cawdor. Before he is given the title, the 
three Weird Sisters confront Macbeth and Banquo. They tell 
Macbeth that he will become Thane of Cawdor and eventually king. 
Macbeth soon learns of his new title which fulfils part of the 
prophesy and sends word to his wife. Duncan plans on staying the 
night at Macbeth’s castle in Inverness. Lady Macbeth receives the 
news and immediately plots the death of King Duncan so her 
husband will be king. Lady Macbeth manipulates Macbeth into 
following her plans; he reluctantly agrees to murder Duncan. By the 
end of Act 1, Macbeth is determined to follow through with the 
plan. 


2 Macbeth has some doubts (and visions) but he talks himself into 
following through with the murder. Macbeth is so scared that Lady 
Macbeth must finish the rest of the plan by wiping blood on the 
drunk guards. The next morning, Macduff and Lennox arrive at 
Macbeth’s and Macduff discovers the dead body of King Duncan. 
The guards are immediately suspects and Macbeth kills them. 
Malcolm and Donaldbain, the King’s sons, flee the castle because 
they are afraid that they will be blamed for the murder of their 
father. 


3 Banquo begins to suspect Macbeth for the murder of King Duncan; 
Macbeth feels that Banquo will reveal that it was he that killed the 
King. Therefore, Macbeth sends out some men to murder Banquo 
and his son, Fleance. Banquo is murdered but Fleance escapes. 
Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Lennox, Ross and other lords attend a 
banquet. The ghost of Banquo presents itself to Macbeth who 
begins to rant and rave which makes the other guests uneasy. Lady 
Macbeth tries to cover up the situation by saying that Macbeth is 
prone to fits. By the end of the Act we learn that Macduff has not 
attended the banquet because he has gone to England looking for 
help because he is suspicious of Macbeth. 


4 Macbeth confronts the three Weird Sisters and they show him 
more visions. The visions lead Macbeth to believe that he cannot 
be killed by any man which gives him a false sense of security. He 
then plans to send murderers to the castle of Macduff (who is in 
England) in order to kill his family. Meanwhile, Macduff is in 
England begging Malcolm to return to Scotland to seize the throne 
from Macbeth who has become a tyrant. Malcolm tests Macduff’s 
loyalty to Scotland and himself; once satisfied with Macduff’s 
responses he agrees to wage war against Macbeth. Malcolm’s 
uncle, Siward, will also aid the attack. 


5 Lady Macbeth has gone mad with guilt over the murders. The once 
strong and ruthless woman becomes an hysterical somnambulist 
and doctors are unable to help her. Some of the Scottish lords 
discuss Macbeth’s state of mind and come to the conclusion that 
they will help Malcolm and Macduff fight against Macbeth. Of 
course Macbeth isn’t really concerned because he believes the 
prophecy ensures that he cannot be killed by any man born of 
woman. Macbeth is soon confronted by Macduff at Dunsinane; 
Macbeth learns that Macduff was ripped from his mother and not 
born naturally. Macbeth and Macduff fight and the natural order is 
restored by the end of the play. 


Character
Macbeth The eponymous protagonist is both ambitious and ruthless. He transforms from 


loyal warrior to paranoid, tyrannical king. 


Lady Macbeth A strong, ambitious and manipulative woman who defies expectations. 
Persuasive and ruthless. 


The Witches / 
Weird Sisters


Supernatural and manipulative beings who seem to be able to predict the future. 
Unearthly and omniscient. 


Banquo Macbeth’s close friend and ally is astute and loyal. Macbeth sees him as a threat. 
Virtuous and insightful. 


Duncan King of Scotland; a strong and respected leader. 


Macduff A noble soldier who is loyal to Duncan and is suspicious of Macbeth. 


Malcolm Duncan’s son and next in line to the throne. Dignified and clever. 


Themes
Ambition ‘Macbeth’ is a play about ambition run amok. The witches’ prophecies spur both Macbeth 


and Lady Macbeth to action but the witches never make Macbeth or his wife do anything; 
they act on their own to fulfil their deepest desires and ambitions. Both Macbeth and Lady 
Macbeth want to be great and powerful, and sacrifice their morals to achieve that goal.


Order and 
Disorder


The play subverts the natural order of the world. Macbeth’s actions are based on a 
supernatural belief in a prophecy. It depicts an anarchic world: Macbeth inverts the order of 
royal succession; his wife inverts the patriarchal hierarchy; the unnatural world disrupts the 
natural. The disruption underpins the conflict that is not only external and violent but 
internal as Macbeth and his wife come to terms with what they’ve done. 


Masculinity, 
femininity 
and identity


Throughout the play, characters discuss or debate the idea of manhood: Lady Macbeth 
challenges Macbeth when he decides not to kill Duncan, Lady Macduff questions Macduff’s 
decision to go to England etc. Through these challenges, ‘Macbeth’ questions and examines 
manhood itself. Does a true man take what he wants no matter what it is? Or does a real 
man have the strength to restrain his desires? Lady Macbeth subverts the expectation of 
what it is to be a woman; she rejects her womanhood and bargains with darkness. 


Kingship 
and 
tyranny


In the play, Duncan is always referred to as a ‘king’ while Macbeth soon becomes known as 
the ‘tyrant’. In Act 4, scene 3 Malcolm pretends that he would make an even worse king 
than Macbeth. He tells Macduff of his reproachable qualities—among them a thirst for 
personal power and a violent temperament. Malcolm says, ‘The king-becoming graces / 
[are] justice, verity, temp’rance, stableness, / Bounty, perseverance, mercy, [and] lowliness” 
(4.3.92–93). The model king, then, offers the kingdom an embodiment of order and justice, 
but also comfort and affection. Under him, subjects are rewarded according to their merits, 
as when Duncan makes Macbeth Thane of Cawdor after Macbeth’s victory over the 
invaders. Most importantly, the king must be loyal to Scotland above his own interests. 
Macbeth, by contrast, brings only chaos to Scotland—symbolized in the bad weather and 
bizarre supernatural events—and offers no real justice, only a habit of capriciously 
murdering those he sees as a threat. As the embodiment of tyranny, he must be overcome 
by Malcolm so that Scotland can have a true king once more.


Appearance 
and reality


Appearances are deceptive in the play and some characters trust appearances too much. 
Duncan trusts the wrong men with disastrous consequences, Macbeth trusts the witches 
and Lady Macbeth manipulates her husband’s trust. This fine line between appearance and 
reality represents the line between good and evil. 


Context (Written 1606)
Macbeth. The plot is partly based on fact. 
Macbeth was a real 11th Century king who 
reigned Scotland from 1040-1057. 
Shakespeare’s version of the story originates 
from the Chronicles of Holinshed (a well 
known historian). The play was most likely 
written in 1606 – the year after the 
Gunpowder Plot of 1605 – and reflects the 
insecurities of Jacobean politics. 


King James I of England (and VI of Scotland) 
came to the throne in 1603 following the 
death of Queen Elizabeth I. The play pays 
homage to the king’s Scottish lineage. The 
witches’ prophecy that Banquo will found a 
line of kings is a clear nod to James’ family’s 
claim to have descended from the historical 
Banquo. While King of Scotland, James VI 
became utterly convinced about the reality 
of witchcraft and its great danger to him 
leading to trials that begin in 1591. 


Only a century before Macbeth was written, 
England had suffered under the massive 
disorder of the Wars of the Roses. Civil 
disorder was now seen as the ultimate 
disaster and also an ungodly state. 


The Great Chain of Being was a strict 
religious hierarchical structure of all matter 
and life which was believed to have been 
decreed by God. This idea dominated 
Elizabethan beliefs. The chain starts from 
God and progresses downward to angels, 
demons (fallen/renegade angels), stars, 
moon, kings, princes, nobles, commoners, 
wild animals, domesticated animals, trees, 
other plants, precious stones, precious 
metals, and other minerals.


The Divine Right of Kings says that a 
monarch is not subject to earthly authority 
and that they have the right to rule directly 
from the will of God. It implies that only God 
can judge an unjust king and that any 
attempt to depose, dethrone or restrict his 
powers runs contrary to the will of God and 
may constitute a sacrilegious act. The action 
of killing a king is called regicide.


Shakespearean Tragedy. Macbeth is one of 
Shakespeare’s tragedies and follows specific 
conventions. The climax must end in a 
tremendous catastrophe involving the death 
of the main character; the character’s death 
is caused by their own flaw(s) (hamartia) yet 
the character has something the audience 
can identify with. 
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Newspaper article – Jack the Ripper, 1888


Answer the questions below in as much detail as possible. 
Use the space given. 


London lies to-day under the spell of a great 
terror. A nameless reprobate - half beast, half 
man - is at large, who is daily gratifying his 
murderous instincts on the most miserable 
and defenceless classes of the community. 
There can be no shadow of a doubt now that 
our original theory was correct, and that the 
Whitechapel murderer, who has now four, if 
not five, victims to his knife, is one man, and 
that man a murderous maniac. There is a 
murderer in our midst. Hideous malice, 
deadly cunning, insatiable thirst for blood - all 
these are the marks of the mad homicide. The 
ghoul-like creature who stalks through the 
streets of London, stalking down his victim 
like a Pawnee Indian, is simply drunk with 
blood, and he will have more. The question is, 
what are the people of London to do? 
Whitechapel is garrisoned with police and 
stocked with plain-clothes men. Nothing 
comes of it. The police have not even a clue. 
They are in despair at their utter failure to get 
so much as a scent of the criminal.


1) Find the definition of the underlined word: _________________________


2) How many definite victims does the murderer now have? ____________


3) What are the two alliterative terms used to describe Jack the Ripper? 


(Clue: m) ________________________ and ________________________


4) What is the rule of three used to describe the characteristics of the 


murderer? ___________________________________________________ 


____________________________________________________________


5) What does the term ‘ghoul-like creature’ suggest about the murderer? 


What technique is this? ________________________________________ 


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


6) What does the term ‘drunk with blood’ suggest about the murderer? 


What technique is this? ________________________________________ 


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


7) What are the writer’s viewpoints of the effectiveness of the police so far 


in their attempts to catch the murderer? Find a short quotation to support 


your ideas. ___________________________________________________ 


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


EFFORT     /4







Eyewitness Account of a public execution


Answer the questions below in as much detail as possible. 
Use the space given. 


As we filed into the yard, I noticed that we were being one 
by one saluted by a somewhat diminutive man clothed in 
brown cloth, who raised his hat and greeted each arrival 
with a “good morning, gentlemen.” To my horror, the man in 
the brown coat proved to be no stranger wandering about, 
but the designer of the horrible structure on the right, and 
the official most closely connected with that and the open 
grave. William Marwood it was who thus bade us welcome, 
and the straps on his arms were nothing less than his 
“tackle”.


I confess to a shudder as I looked upon the girdle and arm 
pieces that had done duty on so many a struggling wretch, 
and half expected that the man who carried them would 
have attempted to hide them. But no such thing! To him 
they were implements of high merit, and together with the 
gallows formed what he now confidentially informed his 
hearers was “an excellent arrangement”. It was evident that 
in the gallows and the tackle too he had more than a little 
pride. 


“That rope that you see there,” said he, as he gazed 
admiringly at the crossbar of black wood, “is two and a half 
inches round. I’ve hung nine with it, and it’s the same I used 
yesterday.” Nor does he manifest the quaver of a muscle as 
he went on to point to certain peculiarities of design in his 
machinery of death. Had he been exhibiting a cooking 
apparatus, a patent incubator, or a corn mill, he could not 
have been more pleased or more calm. To Marwood the 
whole thing evidently seemed a triumph of art. 


1) Find the definition of the underlined word: _________________________


2) What does the writer tell us about William Marwood (the executioner) in 


the first paragraph. Give two details: 


_____________________________________ 


____________________________________________________________


3) How does the writer feel about the execution structure? Find two 


quotations from the first paragraph to support your ideas: ____________ 


____________________________________________________________


4) Which word in the first line of the second paragraph tells us how the 


writer feels about the execution structure? _________________________


5) How many men has Marwood hung so far? _________________________


6) In the final paragraph, explain how Marwood is feeling as he shows off his 


execution equipment. Use quotations from the text to support your ideas. 


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________
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21st C newspaper article on animal cruelty


Answer the questions below in as much detail as possible. 
Use the space given. 


With each repeated blow, the pitchfork makes a 
sickening thwack as it slams into Anne the 
elephant's hide. She flinches, at one point even 
appearing to lose her footing under the weight 
of a particularly savage strike. The disturbing 
images come from a secretly shot video which 
campaigners say lays bare the cruel reality of her 
life as Britain's last circus elephant.


In secretly shot video, a worker swings a vicious 
kick into the belly of 58-year-old Anne the 
elephant. Animal Defenders International 
planted the device because of concerns about 
how Anne was being treated at Bobby Roberts's 
Super Circus. It shows Anne enduring the abuse 
at the hands of her so-called ‘carers’ while 
shackled in a dingy barn during the circus' winter 
break.


As well as being repeatedly hit with a pitchfork 
by one worker employed to feed and look after 
her, the 58-year-old elephant also appears to be 
stabbed in the face with the tool's metal prongs 
during one attack. A total of 48 strikes, including 
kicks to her body and head, were recorded as 
she was left chained to the spot by her legs.


1) Circle an onomatopoeia in the first sentence.
2) What does the underlined word mean?__________________
_____________________________________________________
3) Underline an example of emotive language from the first 
paragraph. Why do you think the writer has chosen to use this 
language? _____________________________________________
______________________________________________________
4) Why do you think the writer has chosen to repeat the age of the 
elephant in paragraphs 2 and 3? ___________________________
______________________________________________________
5) How many times was the elephant hit?______ What technique 
is this? ____________ Why has the writer chosen to use it? _____
______________________________________________________


6) Write a summary explaining what the writer’s viewpoint is of 
how the animals are treated. Use quotations from the whole text 
to support your ideas.
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
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20th C newspaper article about a new American prison


Answer the questions below in as much detail as possible. 
Use the space given. Florence is meant to inspire fear and deter criminals 


from causing trouble. The prisoners will have to 
endure three years of rugged isolation, without 
incident, to gain release to a gentler prison. They are 
confined alone in their cell for 23 hours a day of 
relentless tedium. There is no recreation, no 
socialising, no work, no communal meals. The 
potential for trouble is reduced by severely limiting 
prisoners’ movement. The accommodation is basic, 
with bed, desk, bookcase and stool made from 
vandal-proof, reinforced concrete, anchored to the 
floor. Matches and lighters are banned. An electric 
device gives smokers a light when they push 
cigarettes through a hole in the wall.


Florence believes in sensory deprivation. Cells are 
built on a staggered system to prevent eye contact 
between prisoners. A steel door thwarts any 
conversation. Perhaps cruellest of all, the TV is in 
black and white and shows only religious and 
educational programmes. Prisoners get one ten-
minute long phone call a month. No visits are 
allowed. While the trend towards tougher prisons 
has much public support, critics argue that it simply 
toughens criminals while others complain it is 
inhumane and criminals still commit crimes.


1) What does the underlined word mean? __________________
______________________________________________________
2) Circle the comparative adjective in the second sentence.
3) Find the example of repetition in the first paragraph. What is 
the effect of this? Why has the writer chosen to include it? _____
______________________________________________________
4) Find an example of listing in the first paragraph. What is the 
effect of this? Why has the writer chosen to include it? _________
______________________________________________________
5) Why do you think it is ‘cruellest of all’ that ‘the TV is in black 
and white…’? Why would this be cruel for the prisoner? ________
______________________________________________________


6) Write a summary explaining what the writer’s viewpoint is of 
the prison. Use quotations from the whole text to support your 
ideas.
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
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21st century newspaper article about Christmas


Read the extract and answer the questions below in as much 
detail as possible.  Use the space given. 


The planet is burning in front of our eyes but we're still going to 
buy those gifts, damn it! Because the world's a grim and 
depressing place, so shut up and let me do this for strangers, as 
well as friends and family. I want to make them smile. Don't judge 
me!


But I am going to judge you, and judge you hard. Strap yourself 
in.


If you're not consciously thinking about this stuff, then you're 
part of the problem. Study after study shows that consumption 
now dwarfs population as the main environmental threat on 
earth. Indeed, most of the extra consumption has so far been -
but is rapidly changing - in wealthy countries that have long since 
stopped adding substantial numbers to their population. Like us.


Moreover, is it making anybody happy? Will those carefully 
wrapped presents in all their plastic glory keep anyone deeply 
delighted for more than an hour or two? Let's be honest with 
ourselves. Sure, I get that you want to please your kids but, 
really? Is this the way to go? Is there not an argument for opting 
out of this madness and telling them why? I'm sure that most 
Secret Santa fans (and many bog-standard Xmas worshippers) are 
sane, rational human beings. They're among the first to jump on 
social media and lament the loss of hundreds of species a day, or 
the vast inequality and poverty we see in our own country and 
around the world.


Except ironically, there appears to be this huge disconnect about 
what causes these events. Capitalism will literally be the death of 
us, our children, and humanity. But still we turn away, avert our 
eyes and do little to change the perfect storm bearing down on 
us. It's getting beyond urgent but, hey, let's all have a cutesy 
cultural norm of a festive season. 


1. What is happening to the planet in line 1 according to the 
writer? ___________________________________________


2. What is the tone of the opening paragraph?  Find a 
word/phrase to support your answer. ___________________
__________________________________________________


3. There are many examples of imperatives (commands).  Find 
two examples from the first three paragraphs.
Example 1: _________________________________________
Example 2: _________________________________________
Why has the writer included them? _____________________
__________________________________________________


4.      What do the words ‘lament’ and ‘avert’ mean?
Lament means _____________________________________
Avert means _______________________________________


5.      Find an example of a triple in the final paragraph.  What is its  
effect? ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________


6. Write a summary explaining what the writer’s viewpoint is on  
consumerism.  Use quotations from the whole text to 
support your ideas.
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
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21st century online BBC news report on child labour in India


Read the extract and answer the questions below in as much 
detail as possible.  Use the space given. 


As the police and counsellors question her, Lakshmi 
breaks down. She tells the police that she was sexually 
assaulted by the men who kidnapped her. She was 
threatened that if she told anyone about it, they would 
tell everyone back home in her village and her honour 
would be destroyed. And then, when she started 
working the agent who arranged her work withheld all 
her wages leaving her with nothing.


Her uncle is just relieved to have found her. A tea 
garden worker from Assam, he says her parents died 
when she was young and her grandmother is worried 
sick about the young girl. He is also angry about the 
abduction. "What can we really do? We are poor people 
- I didn't have enough money to come to Delhi to look 
for my missing niece. Unscrupulous agents and 
middlemen just come into our homes when parents are 
away working at the tea gardens and lure young girls 
with new clothes and sweets. Before they know it, they 
are on a train to a big city at the mercy of these greedy 
men."


He is not alone. One child goes missing every eight 
minutes in India and nearly half of them are never 
found. Kidnapped children are often forced into the sex 
trade. But many here feel that children are increasingly 
pushed into domestic labour - hidden from public view 
within the four walls of a home. The government 
estimates half a million children are in this position.


1. What three problems did Lakshmi encounter by the men who 
kidnapped her?
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________


2. How does her uncle feel about having found her?  Write 
down three synonyms (a word having the same meaning) for 
this word. _________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________


3. What do the underlined words in bold mean? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________


4. What three statistics are given in the final paragraph?
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________


5. ‘He is not alone’.  Why has the writer used a short simple 
sentence here?
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________


6. “they are on a train to a big city at the mercy of these 
greedy men.“  What would you pick out to analyse in this 
quotation?    Explain its effect. _________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
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Independent learning topic planner 


 


 Year: 11 Project:                               Subject: English  


    Date Topic- Resources/ Links  


1 04/11/19 
 
 
 
 


Descriptive 
writing 


1. Vocabulary knowledge organiser 
2. Descriptive writing task – Bee’s perspective 
3. Macbeth knowledge organiser 


 


2 11/11/19 
 
 
 
 


Descriptive 
writing 


1. Vocabulary knowledge organiser 
2. Descriptive writing task – Budget cuts 
3. Macbeth knowledge organiser 


 


3 18/11/19 
 
 
 
 


Descriptive 
writing 


1. Vocabulary knowledge organiser 
2. Descriptive writing task – Crime story 
3. Macbeth knowledge organiser 


 


4 25/11/19 
 
 
 
 


Descriptive 
writing 


1. Vocabulary knowledge organiser 
2. Descriptive writing task – My biggest fear 
3. Macbeth knowledge organiser 


 


5 02/12/19 
 
 
 
 


Descriptive 
writing 


1. Vocabulary knowledge organiser 
2. Descriptive writing task – Important colour 
3. Macbeth knowledge organiser 


 


6 09/12/19 
 
 
 
 


Descriptive 
writing 


1. Vocabulary knowledge organiser 
2. Descriptive writing task – Christmas 
3. Macbeth knowledge organiser 
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A. Advanced Adjectives: Characteristics
VOCABULARY: KS4


B. Advanced Verbs C. Advanced Nouns


1. belligerent argumentative 1. abhor hate 1. alacrity speed


2. complacent lazy 2. acquiesce accept reluctantly 2. animosity hatred


3. ephemeral fleeting 3. amass gather 3. antithesis opposite


4. endemic widespread 4. ameliorate make better 4. avarice material greed


5. erroneous mistaken 5. antagonise wind up 5. benevolence kindness


6. fractious awkward 6. augment increase 6. conjecture speculation


7. homogenous same kind/alike 7. coerce force 7. crescendo climax


8. implacable relentless 8. delineate describe precisely 8. dichotomy opposition


9. incontrovertible undeniable 9. deride mock 9. discord conflict


10. indolent lazy 10. domineer intimidate 10. discrepancy inconsistency


11. industrious hardworking 11. embolden encourage/give courage 11. enmity hatred


12. insolent disrespectful 12. empathise understand feelings 12. gravitas seriousness


13. invidious unpleasant/awkward 13. emulate imitate 13. hybrid mixture


14. judicious wise 14. endeavour try 14. ignominy public shame


15. liminal in-between 15. ensnare trap 15. infancy early stages







A. Advanced Adjectives: Characteristics
VOCABULARY: KS4


B. Advanced Verbs C. Advanced Nouns


16. munificent generous 16. equate regard as the same as 16. interlude pause


17. nefarious wicked 17. exacerbate worsen 17. invective Insulting language


18. ostensible apparent 18. expedite speed up 18. lexicon vocabulary


20. pernicious malicious 19. extol praise 19. malevolence wickedness


20. precipitous rash 20. fabricate invent to deceive 20. malice spite


21. rapacious aggressively greedy 21. incense make furious 21. melancholy sadness


22. risible laughable 22. inhibit prevent 22. modicum little bit


23. Salubrious wholesome 23. instigate start 23. myriad countless


24. Satiate fully satisfy 24. interrogate question 24. nadir lowest point


25. Strident forceful 25. lambast criticise 25. nuance subtle difference


26. Supercilious haughty 26. mollify to calm 26. panacea cure-all


27. Taciturn untalkative 27. ostracise alienate 27. paragon role model


28. Tenacious determined 28. pacify calm 28. plethora lots of


29. ubiquitous found everywhere 29. repudiate reject 29. predilection preference/liking


30. zealous enthusiastic 30. vivify make lively 30. zenith highest point
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